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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1.-80. (Canceled) 

81. (Currently amended) A method for monitoring a response to a therapeutic 
protocol to treat pr e v e nt infection by a hepatitis virus pathog e nic ag e nt , said method comprising 
determining the level of a cell surface marker selected from the group consisting of Toll-like 
receptor-2 (TLR-2) and Toll-like receptor-4 (TLR-4), r e c e ptors and homologs th e r e of wherein 
the efficacy of said therapeutic response is determined by a change in said level. 

82. (Previously presented) The method of claim 81, wherein said level is compared to 
a sample selected from the group consisting of a pre-treatment sample and a control sample. 

83 (Canceled) 

84. (Previously presented) The method of claim 81, wherein said marker is affected 
in a manner selected from the group consisting of up-regulated and down-regulated. 

85. (Previously presented) The method of claim 81, wherein said marker is 
determined by analyzing the mRNA or protein associated with said marker. 

86. (Currently amended) The method of claim 81, wherein said hepatitis virus 
pathog e nic ag e nt is selected from the group consisting of Salmon e lla, Esch e richia, Kl e bsi e lla, 
Past e ur e lla, Bacillus, Clostridium, Coryn e bact e rium, Mycoplasma, Ur e aplasma, Actinomyc e s, 
Mycobact e rium, Chlamydia, Chlamydophila, L e ptospira, Spirocha e ta, Borr e lia, Tr e pon e ma, 
Ps e udomonas, Burkhold e ria, Dich e lobact e r, Ha e mophilus, Ralstonia, Xanthomonas, Morax e lla, 
Acin e tobact e r, Branham e lla, King e lla, Erwinia, Ent e robact e r, Arozona, Citrobact e r, Prot e us, 
Provid e ncia, Y e rsinia, Shig e lla, Edwardsi e lla, Vibrio, Rick e ttsia, Coxi e lla, Ehrlichia, Arcobact e ria, 
P e ptostr e ptococcus, — Candida, — Asp e rgillus, — Trichomonas, — Bact e rioid e s, — Coccidiomyc e s, 
Pn e umocystis, Cryptosporidium, Porphyromonas, Actinobacillus, Lactococcus, Lactobacillua, 

Zymononas, Saccharomyc e s, — Propionibact e rium, Str e ptomyc e s, — P e nicillum, — N e iss e ria, 

Staphylococcus, Campylobact e r, Str e ptococcus, — Ent e rococcus, — H e licobact e r, human 

immunod e fici e ncy virus (HIV), Varic e lla - Zost e r virus (VZV), h e rp e s simpl e x virus (HSV), human 
papillomavirus (HPV), Hepatitis B virus (HBV) , H e patitis A virus (HAV), rhinovirus, e chovirus, 
Coxsacki e virus, — cytom e galovirus, — flavivirus, Ebola virus, — paramyxovirus, — influ e nza virus, 
e nt e rovirus, Epst e in - Barr virus, Marburg virus, polio virus, rabi e s virus, rub e lla virus, smallpox 
virus, rub e ola virus, vaccina virus, ad e novirus, rotavirus and Hepatitis C virus (HCV)-and 
H e patitis B virus (HBV) . 

-2- 



Application No.: 10/550,198 
Filing Date: November 7, 2006 

87. (Currently amended) A method for monitoring a response to a therapeutic 
protocol to treat pr e v e nt development of a disease condition, said disease condition resulting from 
infection by a hepatitis virus, said method comprising determining the level of a cell surface 
marker selected from the group consisting of TLR-2 and TLR-4, Toll - lik e r e c e ptors and 
homologs th e r e of wherein the efficacy of said therapeutic response is determined by a change in 
said level. 

88. (Previously presented) The method of claim 87, wherein said level is compared to 
a sample selected from the group consisting of a pre-treatment sample and a control sample. 

89 (Canceled) 

90. (Previously presented) The method of claim 87, wherein said marker is affected 
in a manner selected from the group consisting of up-regulated and down-regulated. 

91. (Previously presented) The method of claim 87, wherein said marker is 
determined by analyzing the mRNA or protein associated with said marker. 

92. (Currently amended) The method of claim 87, wherein said hepatitis virus 
pathog e nic ag e nt is selected from the group consisting of Salmon e lla, Esch e richia, Kl e bsi e lla, 
Past e ur e lla, Bacillus, Clostridium, Coryn e bact e rium, Mycoplasma, Ur e aplasma, Actinomyc e s, 
Mycobact e rium, Chlamydia, Chlamydophila, L e ptospira, Spirocha e ta, Borr e lia, Trepon e ma, 
Ps e udomonas, Burkhold e ria, Dich e lobact e r, Ha e mophilus, Ralstonia, Xanthomonas, Morax e lla, 
Acin e tobact e r, Branham e lla, King e lla, Erwinia, Ent e robact e r, Arozona, Citrobact e r, Prot e us, 
Provid e ncia, Y e rsinia, Shig e lla, Edwardsi e lla, Vibrio, Rick e ttsia, Coxi e lla, Ehrlichia, Arcobact e ria, 
P e ptostr e ptococcus, — Candida, — Asp e rgillus, — Trichomonas, — Bact e rioid e s, — Coccidiomyc e s, 
Pn e umocystis, Cryptosporidium, Porphyromonas, Actinobacillus, Lactococcus, Lactobacillua, 

Zymononas, Saccharomyc e s, — Propionibact e rium, Str e ptomyc e s, — P e nicillum, — N e iss e ria, 

Staphylococcus, Campylobact e r, Str e ptococcus, — Ent e rococcus, — H e licobact e r, human 

immunod e fici e ncy virus (HIV), Varic e lla - Zoster virus (VZV), h e rp e s simpl e x virus (HSV), human 
papillomavirus (HPV), Hepatitis B virus (HBV) , H e patitis A virus (HAV), rhinovirus, e chovirus, 
Coxsacki e virus, — cytom e galovirus, — flavivirus, Ebola virus, — paramyxovirus, — influ e nza virus, 
e nt e rovirus, Epst e in - Barr virus, Marburg virus, polio virus, rabi e s virus, rub e lla virus, smallpox 
virus, rub e ola virus, vaccina virus, ad e novirus, rotavirus and Hepatitis C virus (HCV)-and 
H e patitis B virus (HBV) . 

93 -136 (Canceled) 
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137. (Previously presented) The method of Claim 81, wherein the change in the level 
of said cell surface marker is indicative of whether a subject will respond to a therapeutic 
intervention. 

138 (Previously presented) The method of Claim 81, wherein the change in the level 
of said cell surface marker is predictive of an outcome of a therapeutic protocol. 
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